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Regior;,;. D:',tiopment Plqnning has been accepted as an essential component in
econon::: ::t:i social development process in India. Balanced development of dffirent
pot't5 t:-t.'i,',-; Cttrltttl , extension of benefits of economic progress to the less developed

regiol:: :;,..i tt;inirrti:alion of regional disparity have been the major aims oJ'the
Incle p.;',;;i-' ,!;i,ii;; Et'en though imbalances in regional der-eloptnent is conside.red as

a rtt,ti'-,' t'r.r-i'r,; behind lopsided development r{ a Country, regional disparities do

exisr:,.:):: t,,-,iin{r^v eren after 60years of planneddewlopment. This paper excruines

the til.r,:.'-. .' regional inequalities in Gujarat State, India, in light of the empirical
re-riii;-' .;: :,,; ,i;strict leyel using multi dimensional approach.

I9 ', .r,:-;:.;:; ,etiecting the agricultural, industrial, human and infrastructural
dete .'-,".,':r'.: i.t'/-e chosen and inter-district variatians are marked. The dynamics of
regt,:,,:-t. -i;'.':.opntent has been illustrated for l98l and 2001. Temporal changes

ber...;.,:.',:;,..' ri L) respective decades is stressed. The districrs of Gujarat have been

rcti;i:o,.i,r;-';'',iiiig to their levels of development derivecl by computing Z scores and
C o n: a,:, -' : :.,'i;iii.t.

h l9ii )iigiter iercl of development was noted in the dis'tricts of Central qnd South

Gu-iLtrrt Sr,r..rl v'as the most developed followed by Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar,

Khecia l-atittclaro and Valsad. The inter district disparity was also conspicuous in thi,c

decacie P,entorl<sble changes are noticed between 1981 and 2001. The level af
dere!opniei;r enhanced in few rnore districts o_f h{ahesana, Anand and Navsari. T'he

earlier 'iess 
developed districts of Saurastra Pleateau are also naw more developed.

All rhe clisrricrs o.f the Golden Corridor of Gujarat from Mahesana to Yalsad are

either lcr.r ',+ ell or well progressive. Stttdies confirm that the process of
indusrrictli:driort enhances the development. Rajkot is veryv,ell det,elopedfollo**ed by

Junagadh Llnd Jotnnctgar. The arid Kachchh and adjoining semi arid Patan and

Sabcrkanrltc cotltinue to be the least developed districts of the Stqte. The other three

le(lst det'elopeci districts are geographically isolated. Thell are the tribal district of
Dahod in north east and Porbandar and Amreli in the Saurastra Plateau.

To conclude. rilaxinturn development has occttrred in the Golden corridor of the State.

Another striking feahre is the enJ'tanced development of Saurastra Pllteau and the

shrinking disparities afttotlg the districts in terms oi'levels of development.


