South Eastern University of Sri Lanka signs Technology License Agreement with Myriaad Enterprise.
On March 21, 2023, Myriaad Enterprise was granted a technology license by the University Business Linkage (Technology Transfer Office) of South Eastern University of Sri Lanka for a research outcome developed at the Faculty of Technology under the AHEAD RIC project. The AHEAD RIC research team of the Faculty of Technology disclosed a new type of functional food called Maize-Based Omega-3-enriched Cookies, which uses novel technologies to address malnutrition in Sri Lanka. The University Business Linkage facilitated the innovation and licensed it to Myriaad Enterprise under a Technology License Agreement, marking a significant milestone for the University in making this technology accessible to the wider public and benefiting society as a whole.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Maize-based Omega-3-enriched cookies are a new type of functional food that is gaining popularity in the health and wellness industry. These cookies are a tasty and convenient way to consume omega-3 fatty acids, which are essential for maintaining good health. The omega-3 fatty acids found in these cookies are derived from fish sources, which is a precursor to other essential omega-3 fatty acids such as Eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA) and Docosahexaenoic acid (DHA). These cookies are made with maize flour as a base ingredient, making them gluten-free and suitable for people with celiac disease or gluten intolerance. Maize flour is also rich in dietary fiber, vitamins, and minerals, making it a nutritious ingredient for these cookies. The addition of omega-3 fatty acids provides a range of health benefits, such as improving heart health by reducing inflammation and lowering blood triglycerides and improving brain health. Furthermore, the University Business Linkage has taken measures to secure the disclosure’s Intellectual Property Rights through a patent prosecution.
Prof. (Dr.) A. Rameez, Vice-Chancellor of South Eastern University of Sri Lanka, presided over the ceremony and emphasized the significance of the university's commitment to fostering innovation and entrepreneurship, which not only benefits the university but also drives economic growth and creates new opportunities for Sri Lanka. Moreover, the Vice Chancellor expressed his gratitude to the researchers and industry partners involved in the development and commercialization of the technology, emphasizing the importance of collaboration between academia and industry in achieving societal impact. The event was attended by Dr. ULA. Majeed – Dean, Faculty of Technology & Inventor, Prof. MM. Fazil, Dean – Faculty of Arts and Culture, Mr. MI. Nawfer, Acting Registrar, Prof. MAM. Rameez, Director - OTS, Dr. Muneeb M. Musthafa – Head of Department of BST & Inventor, Mr. RKA. Rifay Kariappar – Head, Department of ICT, Dr. ADNT. Kumara – Senior Lecturer & Inventor, Dr. MNM. Mubarak – Senior Lecturer & Inventor, Eng. MSM. Zabry, Mr. AGMM. Nusaike – Manager UBL, UBL Advisory Board, UBL Faculty Coordinators, Academics, and the delegates of Myriaad Enterprise.
