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Objectives

At the end of the session you will be able to;

• Aware the different databases accessible to 
the SEUSL library users

• Identify and use UGC Consortia Resources

• Do successful literature search for research 
and learning activities

• Aware and Use Open Access Resources



This session covers…..

• Journals and E- Journals

• Scholarly Database

• Basic Database search technique

• Open Access Resources



A Guide to Basic Literature Searching -
Getting Started

➢Dictionary

➢Encyclopedia

➢Special Encyclopedia

➢Books

➢Web pages

➢Journals

➢Electronic databases



Beyond Books.... 

What is a Journal?

• Publication with a distinctive title which 
appears at stated or regular intervals, 
generally oftener than once a year.

• It contains articles of several contributors.



Access to e-resources

• Visit  http://www.seu.ac.lk

1. Select ‘Library’ 

2. Select “Main Library”, /“Science Library”/ E-
Resources/ E-Library

3. Then you will see the list of e-resources 

http://www.seu.ac.lk/








E-Resources accessible to SEUSL 
Library Users

There is a list of online journals and databases

• UGC E-Journals Consortium

• INASP/PERI Electronic Resources for 2016

• Databases Subscribed by NSF

• E- Books

• Free OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS

• E- THESES

• Institutional Repositories

• Subject Gateways

• Asian Journals Online

• Sri Lanka Journals Online





UGC E-Journals Consortium
• It is called as CONSAL

(Consortium for Sri Lankan Academic Libraries)

• Library consortium provides electronic scholarly 
information to the country’s universities and 
research institutions.

Taylor & Francis Online 

Emerald Insight

Oxford Journals



Choosing A Database

• The questions that you need to think about are:

– Does it cover the subject?

– What kind of material is it searching?

– Is the database full-text or abstract only?

– Period of publications?

• You may need to search more than one database to 
find all useful articles











Search Strategy

⚫ State Topic clearly (Define the topic)

⚫ Identify concepts

⚫ Select terms (Key words) to express concepts

⚫ Link the search terms together to form a 
Search statement

⚫ Perform search

⚫ Review and Evaluate results

⚫ Modify search (if necessary)



Defining the Topic
⚫ Think about your topic or area of interest and ask 

yourself questions to clarify your ideas

⚫ Define your topic in one phrase

⚫ Split your phrase into concepts

⚫ For each concept make a list of alternative terms 

that could be used to describe the concept

eg. Religious Interaction among the Sinhala 
Buddhists and the Muslims in Sri Lanka









Revise the Search Term









Emerald Journals in Islam

1. Islamic Economic Studies

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1319-1616

2. Journal of Islamic Marketing

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1759-0833

3. International Journal of Islamic and Middle Eastern Finance and    
Management

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1753-8394

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1319-1616
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1759-0833
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1753-8394








Journal of Islamic Marketing



International Journal of Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Finance and 

Management



Filtering search

Follow different search strategies

• Use Boolean logic : AND, OR, NOT

• Select suitable submenue –eg. Author, tilte, 
publication title, content item title, keyword....etc

• Consider content type

• Consider the publication date

• Use synonyms

You will get a good result



For Filtering Results:
Boolean Operators

• AND : to add concepts/ combine

e.g. Islamic Banking AND SME

• OR :  To expand the results

e.g. Islamic banking OR Sha’ria finance

• NOT: To exclude/ subtract result  

e.g. Islamic banking NOT financial companies



UGC Consortia Resources
Taylor & Francis















Using Filters

‘Only show the content I have access to’



Using AND Operator 













Advance Search







Narrow down our result
KEYWORD HITS

Religious Interaction 193,312

Religious Interaction among Buddhists & Muslims 4,361

Religious Interaction among Buddhists & Muslims in Sri Lanka 1361

After using ‘only show the content I have access to’ 909

After Using AND Operators between concepts 641

Selecting ‘Title” in which the important search term should appear 3



Taylor & Francis Journals in Islam

1.Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rmei19/current

2. Islam and Christian–Muslim Relations

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cicm20/current

3. Journal of Islamic Law and Culture

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rilc20/current

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rmei19/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cicm20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rilc20/current






Some other resources

• INASP resources

• Subject Gate ways

• Free resources

• Theses online

• Institutional Repositories

for example SEUSL e-repository

http://ir.lib.seu.ac.lk/

http://ir.lib.seu.ac.lk/


Directory of Open Access Journals

• University Website

• Library

• E-Resources

• Free Open Access Journals

• Directory of Open Access Journals 
http://www.doaj.org

http://www.doaj.org/










Note Down

• The text you require

• URL of the page

• Access date

• Name of the book, encyclopaedia, Journal (Issue No,, Volume No, 
pages)

• How to cite that page



Any Problem?

Thank you !


